
 

Year One 
Cooks in Portugal 
 

 

 



 

 

 

GLCA  

Our children attended school in the same 

building that we had language class. This was 

Jon and Becca’s class.  Alyssa had 13 students 

in her class from 7 countries. 

LANGUAGE CLASS 

Andy and Mara went to class 

Monday—Thursday from     

9am– 11:30am from September 

through May. Our teacher was 

our partner Miguel. We had 

chapel each Friday. Our class-

mates were the Boumas and 

the Beatty’s; both couples will 

be working at GLCA. This       

picture was taken at our final 

chapel: Meagan Beatty was 

missing; she was home with her 

10 day old baby. 

HOUR ALONE 

Monday—Friday we also had an hour alone with a language 

tutor. During this time we had our pronunciation corrected , 

said our Grupos, worked on our chapel presentations, and 

practiced conversation. Matilde was our primary tutor. She 

is a wonderful Christian lady with a sweet, gentle spirit. She 

was a teacher of gymnasts until a drunk driver left her in a 

wheelchair.  



 

 

 

OUR FIRST CHURCH DINNER 

The first church dinner we attended at Samora was 

a celebration of the church’s anniversary. Another 

dinner was held in honor of Mother’s Day; the men 

cooked, served, and cleaned up.  

CHURCH AT SAMORA 

Church at Samora is held in the 

Christian Bookstore Jon Rust runs. 

The church has a plot of ground pur-

chased for a building and Jon is 

working on getting funding and work 

teams for the building project while 

on furlough. Our church has taken a 

huge hit in attendance over the last 

2 years due to the lack of jobs in 

Portugal a number of families have 

left the country to work in Angola or 

Brazil.  That means we’re down to 6 

regular attendees.  

ANDY PREACHING 

Andy began preaching in July with a translator. He preached with 
a translator every week in August except the last when he gave 
his first sermon in Portuguese. The goal now is to preach every 
other sermon series with at least one sermon delivered in Portu-
guese during this next  school year.  Mara has been taking over 
accompanying for congregational singing. Alyssa has been cre-
ating the power point presentations for the services.  Mara and 
the kids will begin to help teach and provide crowd control for 
children’s church in September. 



 

 

JOVENS GROUP 

We’ve begun a group for teens and young 

adults in both Samora and Cartaxo.  Our first 

event was in July. We made homemade pizzas 

and monster cookies. We also played Wii 

games and had a short devotional given by a 

young man from Brazil who was here on a mis-

sions trip.  

SEIS SEMANAS CAMP 

Our family worked during a week of summer 

camp for 17-24 year-olds. Alyssa was a 

camper that week. Three of her new friends 

accepted Christ as Savior along with  3 other 

campers! 

The boys had peanut butter for the first time in the 
Monster Cookies they helped to make. 

Pizza with tuna 



 

LIFE IN CARTAXO 

We walk almost everywhere we go in Cartaxo; to the 

mercado for fresh fruits and veggies,  to the padaria for 

bread, to the pastelaria for cookies,  to the butcher, and 

also, to the girl’s favorite place: the café!  

Below: Alyssa ordering Pão de Avó (grandma bread) 

HOUSE CHURCH 

From the time we arrived until we began attending the 

Samora church in April, we watched a church service 

from a church in the USA each Sunday morning. The pic-

ture to the right shows the kids and Webkinz sitting in 

their seats ready for the service to start. Although the 

Webkinz never participated in the singing, they were 

very quiet during the message.  

Below: Alyssa’s and Becca’s room 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Every now and then we get a special request 

from someone. We’ve done our best to an-

swer letters and help with Awana sections. 

We also had the opportunity to host a ‘Flat 

Stanley’ for a couple of weeks. Her name was 

Dayze. One of the workers at our café asked if 

she could have it; obviously we needed to 

send it back, so, Becca made one for the 

worker who has laminated it and uses it for a 

bookmark. 



NEW FRIENDS 

Top to Bottom: 

Becca and her friend Sara from GLCA 

Miguel and Isabel Fernandez— our 

 friends & partners in Cartaxo 

Alyssa with Soraia and Guilherme;       

 friends made at Seis Semanas  

Alyssa with Leah and Ana from GLCA 



 

     FIRST CHRISTMAS 
 

 



 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

Clockwise: Cartaxo Days Celebration 

Field Day at GLCA 

Alyssa’s Graduation 

Alyssa’s Senior Banquet 

Center: Mara’s Birthday Bouquet 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

SIGHT-SEEING  (2 PAGES) 

 

Óbidos 

Castelo do St. Jorge 

Atlantic Ocean  
at the Algarve 

Castelo Almoural 



Jon in ‘paper boat’ at Oceanário (Lisbon Aquarium) 

Batalha Cathedral 

Cabo da Roca 

Convent de Cristo 

Convento das Cupuchas 


