
Our Portugal Story 
Chapter 9—Door Closed (Feb 9, 2011) 

Praises 

Prayer 
Requests 

 We asked for 5 
more Prayer Part-
ners, but got 22! 

 Jon shared the story 
of the resurrection 
with two boys  

 Opportunities to 
minister in Erie, 
Farmersville Station, 
Panama, Bemus 
Point, & Geneva 

 Opportunities to 
share our ministry 
with 5 individuals/ 
couples 

 New support (10% 
this month) 

 God will provide our 
remaining support 
in a way that brings 
Him much glory 

 We will get to the 
right training on 
time. 

     I recently wrote the following to our Prayer Partners.   “It appears 
that God may be opening a door for us to go to Portugal this Fall on a 
short-term (2-year) basis.  A ministry colleague has drafted a pro-
posal that would reduce the amount of support needed by approxi-
mately one-third for a two year period.  After the two years, we 
would need to return to the States and raise our full support before 
returning to Portugal.  Our church's Mission Committee reviewed the 
proposal and, after a week of prayer, voted unanimously to recom-
mend that we attempt to walk through this door.  Together, we have 
begun walking toward this open door in order to see if God will con-
tinue to open it wider or choose to close it and redirect our steps. “ 
     And now, for the million dollar question—Is God in this?  Has  the 
same God who changed our hearts now opened a door?  Or are we 
attempting to make something happen rather than wait patiently.  In 
situations like these, Pastor Colton used to say, “We don’t want to 
birth an Ishmael.”  Into this dilemma, our Prayer Partners rose to the 
challenge and shed light.  Several individuals, after praying exten-
sively, said the same thing to us.  “The timing is right.  I believe God 
intends for you to move to Portugal this year, but you are not to go 
short-term.”   
      Today, the short-term door was closed by those in authority over 
us.  We’re not sure what all this means other than we aren’t going on 
a short-term basis. 
      We continue to prepare ourselves for the movement of God.  If  
we are to move to Portugal this fall, we’re about to have one exciting 
ride!  In order to make the next required training event, we need 
commitments totaling 85% of our monthly support by March 1.   (If 
you want to be part of the “miracle” call us, email us, or visit our 
website.) 
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What do you say when… 

 A dear saint promises to pray for you 
and you know she means it? 

 A new friend gives up Netflix in order to 
free up funds to support you? 

 A couple who ministers to shut-ins asks 
for 20 Prayer Cards to distribute? 

 An individual agrees to meet with you 
knowing full well you will ask them to 
pray about supporting you at the end of 
the presentation? 

 A friend says, “Pray that God will pros-
per my new business.  I’ve committed to 
give you 10% of what the business 
makes”? 

 People send you gifts just because they 
love God & your family? 

 A woman takes the time to write and 
tell you she is convinced God is in this? 

 People read your blog and add encour-
aging comments? 

      
All this and more has happened to us this 
month.  The words, “Thank You” seem so 
inadequate, but please know that we are 
deeply grateful! 

     -The Cooks  
Partners in Planting Church-planting Churches 


