
Our Portugal Story 
Chapter 8—Eyes Opened (Dec 2010) 

Praises 

Prayer 
Requests 

 We had an  amazing 
trip to Portugal! 

 God’s work in the 
lives of our kids.  
They are committed 
to God and being 
used by him. 

 4 great Portugal 
Parties 

 Great trip to Dayton 

 Opportunities to 
minister in Hamburg 
& West Portland 

 Outreach event held 
by our youth group 

 5 more Prayer Part-
ners and 50% more 
support by March 1 

 People with whom 
we can share our 
story and ministry 

     These past two months, God has graciously allowed us to see 
some things and feel His heart in a fresh way.  Here is a quick retell-
ing of three of those times.  
 
Conversing With The Satanist 
     I (Andy) recently had an online conversation with a young man I 
care deeply about and respect who converted to Satanism earlier 
this year.  He believes disaster is coming to the world in 2012 and out 
of concern for our family, he has been “witnessing” to us.  He is moti-
vated by love to warn us and urge us to convert.   
     God used this encounter, plus my quiet times in the book of 
Daniel, to remind me that God has revealed aspects of the future to 
us.  I know what is coming.  The question is do I believe it enough to 
do something about it?  How ironic that I’m the missionary and yet it 
is my friend from another faith who is more zealous in warning peo-
ple about the impending doom.   
      
The Party No One Attended 
    In our last chapter of Our Portugal Story, we asked you to pray 
about our Open House outreach event that we were holding for our 
neighbors.  No one came to our Open House. 
     God used this event to show me how He felt.  God invited the en-
tire world into a relationship with Him and nobody came.  Yet He still 

loves the world and urges me to 
compel people to come. 
      
Our Trip Across The Pond 
    Mara and I just got back from 
our trip across the “pond” to 
Portugal.  It was an incredible 
experience!  We met the rest of 
our team and fell in love with  
them.  We worshipped, cried, 
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and worshipped 
some more.  We 
received valuable 
training.  We 
were frequently 

amazed by the way God is working on our 
behalf to get us to Portugal (more about 
that in a future newsletter).  Lastly, we 
saw and felt the need!   There are whole 
neighborhoods of 250,000 people without 
a single evangelical work.  There are 
church planters ministering alone, praying 
that God will send them a partner.  There 
are national pastors in need of assistance.  
There are churches with no teens in them 
at all!   
     We are not the answer to any of these 
needs, but we are called by God to go and 
be part of the solution.  We want to thank 
those of you who are partnering with us 
and encourage the rest to consider joining 
in this strategic work of God.   
     Have a wonderful Christmas! 

-The Cooks  
Partners in Planting Church-planting Churches 


