
Our Portugal Story 
Chapter 3—Open Doors 

Reporter 
 Recently a reporter contacted me (Andy).  He 
had read about the student-led Bible studies in our local 
public school in the school’s newsletter.  He called the 
school and they directed him to me because I serve as 
advisor to the student leaders.  As a result, he spent two 
days with us.  The first day he observed our student 
leaders preparing to lead the study.  He picked their 
minds, desiring to know why they did what they did and 
how they were able to get so many students to attend 
each week.  They informed him that their goal is to cre-
ate an environment where everyone feels like they be-
long and are encouraged to take a step of faith.  They 
rehearsed the essential components of the program and 
how they combine tools to achieve their goals.  They 
shared success stories of lives changed by the Bible stud-
ies.  Then they presented him with a copy of The Story of 
Hope – a chronological telling of the story of God that 
leads to an inductive discovery of eight essential truths 
about God.  The second day, he returned to see it all in 
action.  All this resulted in an excellent newspaper arti-
cle, an encouraged group of leaders, many positive com-
ments from the community, and a seed planted.  God is 
good!  
 
Neighbor 
 God  used our future assignment in Portugal to 
initiate a conversation about God with  one of our 
neighbors.  We’ve been praying for this moment for 18 

years!  We pray that many more 
conversations will follow. 
 
Student 
 I (Andy) was able to listen 
to a student share his spiritual jour-
ney.  God is at work in his heart.  
I’m praying that we’ll be able to 
walk through The Story of Hope 
together. 
 
Brocton Baptist 
 We were privileged to 
share our story, the Word, and the 
ministry in Portugal with our good 
friends in Brocton.  What fun! 
 
The Web 
 The Holy Spirit laid it on 
Joel’s heart to build a blog for us.  
Little did Joel know that we were 
struggling  because we knew we 
needed a website but didn’t  know 
how to go about it or where the 
time would come from.  God knew, 
and at just the right time, He let us 
in on it.  Check out our blog at       
cooksinportugal.com   
   -The Cooks 

Praises 

Prayer 
Requests 

 We have our first 
supporting church 
(thanks FBT) 

 Open doors 

 Opportunity to 
share at Brocton 
Baptist Church 

 Joel created a blog 
for us 

 More conversations 
with “J” (the stu-
dent) 

 Wisdom for our  
home church as they  
vote on a transition 
plan and our 
support 

 Places (churches, 
families, or small 
groups) where we 
can share our story 
and ministry 


